
 

 Dear Friends,

This year is already buzzing by. Soon, 
we’ll start making phone calls to our  
waitlist veterans to invite them on the 
next Old Glory Honor Flight mission.  
Anxious and excited vets are already  
calling, emailing, and even dropping  
by our office to inquire about their 
long-anticipated tour. But I don’t want 
to get ahead of myself; I want to be 
sure I let you know what we’ve been 
up to. Last year, we completed  
5 missions to Washington, D.C. plus we organized  
a first-of-its-kind bus trip with Korean War Veterans, we  
organized a fabulously successful fundraiser with our  
partners at the Appleton Airport called ‘Pulling for Honor’ 
which raised over $140,000, and we kicked off a Veteran  
Recruitment Campaign. 

Yes, it feels like we are finally back to normal following  
the two-year Covid disruption, and it was made possible  
by you, our generous supporters who give so freely to  
support our mission.

I get a bit sentimental when I think of all the great work  
this organization has accomplished over the last 14 years 
since we took our inaugural flight in October of 2009. This 
photo is of the 97 WWll Veterans that were on that mission. 
Even though it rained and it was cold, their spirits weren’t  
dampened. The chance to finally see their memorial, reflect 
on its meaning, and remember the 400,000 young men and 
women who didn’t make it back home made it a healing trip 
to remember for all involved.

Fast forward to this year; even though our veterans are  
getting younger; the urgency of the mission remains the 
same. Unfortunately, it seems our younger veterans are  
facing different challenges than those faced by their  
older brethren. With Agent Orange being a huge factor, 
we’ve seen time and time again that these vets are suffering 
the health consequences of exposure from decades past.  
I wish we didn’t get the phone calls to tell us their dad isn’t 
well-enough to travel or it’s too late for their grandparent.  
And while we can’t heal them physically, we can help them 
heal emotionally and provide the community a meaningful 
way to recognize and thank them before it’s too late. So, our 
work continues and we still need you; our partners in all of 
this. Thank you for making our veterans’ dream a reality.

Old Glory Honor Flight is proud to  
announce it has expanded  
eligibility dates for veteran 

participants thereby enabling more 
veterans, including those that served 
during peacetime, the opportunity 

to participate in an Old Glory Honor 
Flight. Now, if a veteran served  

anytime, anywhere, in any branch  
of the service between  

December 7, 1941 – May 7, 1975, they  
are eligible for the Old Glory Honor 

Flight of Northeast Wisconsin.
 

“We are thrilled to offer this special  
opportunity to ALL vets who served 
prior to May 7, 1975. We believe all 

veterans should be recognized for their 
service and participating in an Old 

Glory Honor Flight is a special way to 
honor them,” said Diane MacDonald, 

executive director of Old Glory  
Honor Flight. 

Do you know a veteran who lives in 
Northeast Wisconsin and hasn’t gone 
on an Honor Flight yet? Let’s get her 
or him signed up! We have volunteers 

standing by if the veteran needs  
help applying online at  

https://www.oldgloryhonorflight.org/
apply-now/veterans/. Once the  

application is submitted, the veteran 
will be placed on a waitlist with priority 
given to the eldest of veterans. Current 
wait time is approximately 12 months. 

OLD GLORY HONOR FLIGHT  
is on a mission to sign-up  

more eligible veterans

We are dedicated 

to honoring our  

local veterans  

ONE MISSION 

AT A TIME.

•	 Brown

•	 Calumet

•	 Door

•	 Florence

•	 Fond du Lac

•	 Forest

•	 Green Lake

•	 Kewaunee

•	 Langlade

•	 Manitowoc

•	 Marinette

•	 Marquette

•	 Menominee

•	 Oconto

•	 Outagamie

•	 Shawano

•	 Waupaca

•	 Waushara

•	 Winnebago

We serve veterans across these counties:

Diane MacDonald - Old Glory Honor Flight Executive Director



We rely on you, our generous donors, to “Keep ‘em Flying.” With your help, we have the power to help them heal.

FINANCIALS

$852,923Income

Expenses $543,978
In 2022 we received many In-Kind gifts and services and  

remarkably, American Airlines donated their Flagship  
Valor charter for our annual Yellow Ribbon Honor Flight flown 

during EAA AirVenture. The aircraft’s livery included Medal 
of Honor graphics and was a beautiful tribute to our heroes. 
This year, Medal of Honor recipient Kyle Carpenter joined us. 

Through the magic of EAA, our Vietnam veterans were  
welcomed home by 10,000 family, friends, and well-wishers. 

Old Glory loves to shake things  

up and is proud to announce a  

first-of-its-kind mission set for 

the fall of 2023. The Freedom to 

Liberty Tour: A Mission of Healing 

will head to New York City to visit 

the 9/11 Memorial, 9/11 Museum, the 

Freedom Tower, and the Statue of 

Liberty. This three-day tour is set for September 28 through 

October 1, 2023. The mission will include fifty veterans who 

served during the Global War on Terrorism as a means to 

honor and thank them for their service and to remind them 

that their service mattered during America’s longest war.  

This mission, which is free to the veterans, will provide a 

meaningful opportunity for them to heal and bond with  

other post 9/11 veterans.  

We know many of these vets are hurting, so by gathering 

them together, sharing stories and spending quality time  

together, it’s our hope they’ll find meaning and heal from  

residual, often painful, memories and lean on each other  

even after the trip. 

The fifty veterans will be chosen by random draw from  

applications submitted during the month of February.  

Eligibility factors, including dates of service, area of  

deployment and residency requirements, will be listed on  

our website. More details are coming soon so be sure to  

check out website to see how you can get involved. 

In June, we invited several Korean War Veterans on a bus 
trip to visit the Highground Veterans Memorial Park as 
a way to celebrate their service and say “Thank You” to 
our veterans. We toured the park, had lunch and a really 
good time. In total, we took 19 Korean war veterans plus 

their companion on the day-long trip. 

Retail sales on official Old Glory Honor Flight gear are soaring! 
Show your support of our mission by purchasing Old Glory 

hats, tees, sweatshirts, hoodies and challenge coins at  
our next event or online. Proceeds benefit a future mission! 

Want to stay up to date on Old Glory Honor Flight’s latest news? 

Sign up for our free, newsletter called “The Flag Line” 

which is filled with mission updates, special projects and 

fundraising events. It’s fast and easy to sign up. Click on 

“newsletter” under the ‘support’ tab on our website.  

We promise to keep your information private and we’ll 

never share it with others.

“ I can’t believe all these people came here for us,” said 
Harvey. “When I got back from Nam, I was ashamed 

and didn’t tell people I went there because I was afraid 
of what they’d say. Today, I’m proud to say I served my 
country and I’m standing taller. Thank you, Old Glory, 

American Airlines, and the folks at EAA. I will never  

forget this day as long as I live”.  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
& INSTAGRAM!

www.oldgloryhonorflight.org

4650 W. Spencer Street  |  Suite 1  
Appleton, WI  54914  |   920.257.2563

After a 2-year hiatus, the Pulling for Honor 
fundraiser was back! Our partners at Appleton 

International Airport help us year-round 
with successfully implementing our send 
off and welcome home events for each 

mission. But they don’t stop there with their 
support of our mission; after a two-year hiatus due 

to the pandemic, Pulling for Honor was back 
with a vengeance. 

Pulling for Honor is a competitive plane pull, 
but it’s not just any plane, it’s a 200,000 lb. A300  

aircraft on loan from FEDEX. Teams of 20 raise funds to  
participate, each team then pulls the plane 12 feet and the 
team that pulls it the fastest- wins bragging rights! Besides 
the teams raising money for the effort, we had many  
wonderful sponsors including premier sponsor Wisconsin 
Physicians Service, who helped us smash our fundraising 
goal. Watch for details for next year’s event; Pulling for Honor 
is a free community event featuring local food trucks, a kiddie 
plane pull, face painting, and veteran resources. 

$140,000 
Pulling for Honor ’22 raised 

for Old Glory Honor Flight! 


